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Cosi rR. Dand Irezov®, | 
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| (Some Time ago) upon the DEATH of 
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Mr. ALEXANDER POTTER. 


SIR, 


S there's no Day in which Death do's not enlarge the 
Bound: of it Empire, ſo there's no Hour in whichDeath 
ould be looks upon as an «wnemertaining Subject, therefor: Lipe 
the ſub[eqzent Diſcourſe, which upon your Reque#? | uſher into 
le World by a Preface, will not he deem d unſeaſonable. 

Among the warioms Inſt ances of the Stupidity of Mankind, 
their Reg ar dleſſusg of Futurity xs not the leaff, witneſs that 
ropbane Proverb, when Perſons wou'd expreſs A Thing that's 
ut of their Aids, they ſs), We tho t no more of it than 
of our Dying-Day. | | 

Tho' Men kxow they are baund for another World, yet like 
Marne n, turn their Backs to the Place where they purpoſe 
land: Tea, tho" they are dying Creatures, and ready to com- 
mence w State of Sourrowful Eternity, yet true ſo as if they 
Vc {6 /znger out an unlimiited Term of Tears on the Earth. 
en in Health, we put the Evil Day far from ; when 
«> we ares apt 10 {a), this Sickneſs is not unto Death. 
The Kewoiwtion bro't abou; by the King of Terror, & ſe 
Wing and im por t ant, that even Heathens tembled as the 


% , 1bo' they jaw not the eternal Blackneſs of Darkneſs 
ent terte pan, Somt of em indeed ridical'd the Fear of 
Kath! as the effect of ſcandaleus Puſillanimity and Cowar- 
«, ver ethers confider'd it, & the Great and Laſt Trial, 
ic ucceſs of 61h depended their everlaſting Felicity; bence 
tres brotuded emſelves with '0 many Memento's of 


7 
Matt). 
/ 


A 2 The 


1 ' 
| res, ( 2 the Romans, for ur time ) buried 
the Dead in their Houſes, to put em in mind of the Diſſolati. 
The Indian Philoſophers, call d the Brachmans, bad 
their Sepulchers plac'd open before their Doors, that by the 
Memery of Death they might learn to Live. 7 
Perhaps the Original of burying in Churches was contrivꝰd 
for thu purpoſe, that the Graves, as publick Monument: of 
Mortality, might awaken Men's Minds, and preſerye 
in em the Reflections and Remembrances of Death 
ahrays well and yigorous || 70: 

A jufF Meditation of Death & fo far from being a mor- 
biin and a melancholy Exerciſe, that it rather ſweetens Life, 
by ſetting «s above theſe Fears ibat the Neglecters of it labour 
under, 0 
To bol for Death every Day, and at the ſame Tim to 
enjoy Life, adds « phaſing ſort of Surprize, and Reliſh ro the 
Fruit ien, thus the Lyrick Poet expreſſes bimſelf to's Friend 
A. Tibulkus VOM ne: | 2 | 


While midſt ſtrong Hopes and Fears thy TR _w_ 
rx „ 9 ache 
Think e'ery riſing Sun will be thy laſt a * 
And ſo the grateful unexpected Hour F Creel 
Of Life prolong d, when come, will pleaſe thee more. 


On t orber Hand, to put off Preparation till the Time 
Death, is to put off the Wark of all our Life, till the T. 
come n which Life is to ceaſi: And ob bow fatal has tt 
prev d to the dilatory Sinner ! Dreadful was the Caſe of 
drake Monk, whom Vinerable Bede mentions, wi 
»pon br: Death bed, being flruck with a mighty En 

* Inter ſpem curamg; twnores, inter, & ira 

Omnem crede diem, tibi 21 E. 

Grats ſuperoenie, que non ſperabirur ra: [ Hor: Tih: !: " 


+ - o 


J 


The Religiow Perſons. who ftood about bis Bed, call d on bim 


full Sen in @ foreign Land; for God ordains the Place « 


| 3 
ror, call d bis Brethren, and told em bow be bad ſeen 


Hell open d, and a Place aſign'd bim near to Caiaphas, an 
thoſe who crucified our Lord, in mid of devouring Flames. | 


to repent but be anſwers Oh! this is no Time to change 
my Life, the Sentence is paſt upon me, and 'tis too 
late to cry for Mercy, and ſe died. 
Ah! who cas bear the Anguiſh of an awaken'd and atcu- 
fing Conſcience ? who can veſift its Force, when it conflrains ' 
«s to give Evidence againſt our ſelves? How terrible are its 
Wounds, when it att: at once the different Parts of an Ad- 
veriary, Witneſs, Judge and Executioner, the Rebukes 
of Conſcience were ſo terrible to Judas, that be bang d bimſelf 
to ſilence its Clamour. The Poet deſcribes its Terrors thut— 
| 


: 


For why muſt thoſe be tho't to ſcape who feel 
Thoſe Rods of b and thoſe Whips of Steel 


| 
Which Conſcience | 


l 
\ 
p 
ö 
, 
: 


akes, when ſhe with Rage con- 
* [trouls⸗ 
And ſpreads amazing Terrors thro' their Souls, 
Not ſharp Revenge, nor Hell it ſelf can find, 

A fiercer Torment, than a guiley Mind. jt 


5 


if 


o 
* 
i : 
. 
* 


If any Thing be more peenliarly the Care of Providence thay 
bers, Life and Death are ſo: No Man is born, or dies, 
without the particular Apporatment of God ; if nat @ Sparrow 
feli ro the Ground wit baus bi, much leſs Aden, who are of 
more Value, 


This ſhou'd reconcile you te the Death of & dear and dut;- 


= 5 
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4 Non eft mihi modo tempus vitam mut andi cum 1. viderim 
judicium meum jam efſe complerum. [ Lib. 5. Cap. 15. 
t <— £10; dira cenſoia Fadi. 
Mens habit actenitos,  [urdo verbera eædit 
Occultum quationse Anime tortere flagelum. ¶ Juven. Sat- 13. 


71 
well as the Time fr Deporture. Homer ſpeaking of U 
Deffrudion of ſo many Grecians by Achilles, could {ax 
Jore's Will was fulfill d.“ Vb far greater Reaſon ſhay 
we behold the Divine Hand in all Providential Diſpoſals. 

But you'll ſay, He was Young and Hopeful. 

A. No wonder then be was ſom gone, for the fweetef® Fruit 

11 ſooneſt pat ber; thus Abijah died young, becauſe in him 
was found ſome good thing towards the Lord God of 
Iſrael. When the Field 1s ripe for Harveſt, the Hutbandman. 
drt in bis Sickle, and ome his Wheat into the Garner. 
"Tis not material whether a Man dies Young or Old, but 
whether be die: Well 

This, ebove ali Things forn'd be our main Concern, for 
if only in this Life we have hope, of all Men we are 
moſt miſerable 

The Sermon preach'd from theſe Words will recommend if 
felf to all thoſe bo ſavour tbe Things that be of God. Thy 
Reverend Author pretends not to accefft bis Reader with 
inticing Words of An Wiſdom ; bow beit be Peaks Wiſdom 
among em that are perfil. Among others, you are à livi 
Witneſs to that overflowing Zeal with which bis Pulyn-D; 
courſes were deli vor d: How patbetically did be plead with per- 
worſe and periſbing Sinners ! with what mavingEloguencs d 
be impart wie em to mind their eternal Concer ment: Hop 
melt ing werethoſe Aﬀettion with which be publiſh'd the Over- 
tures and Offers of Peace] longing for un big mere than t4 
ſee Chriſt form? in the Hearts of bis People. 

What Care did be tate ts /ow the Field with good Sued; 
Forn whence then bas it Tore? An Enemy has done this, 
and his Name is Legion. Did be mt [ow the Seed: of 
Piety and Peace ? Under thi: Head | can't but. ram ind you of 
Direct ion in bi: Funeral-Sermon, which | gewe the Con 
greg ation in theje Werd:, viz. Live in Love and Peace, 


ao dule. bei. [Ib 4. lic 3. 


eſpecially 


vn 
ſpecially in che Election of a new Miniſter. Your 
Union's your Strength and Safety, Diviſion your 
DN 5 3 
Danger is always beſt at a diſtance, do but agree 
mong your ſelves, and you may keep it there; Chr 
ans are Soldiers under Chrif, tho Captain of their Sal- 
ation, if they quarrel and break their Rank, they 
come an eaſie Prey to their Enemies. * 
Diviſien is ane of the Devil's Snares in 2 Time of 
Peace and Liberty. The great Schilm of the Don. 
, which was productive of ſo many Perſecutions, 
ad its beginning in a Time of Peace and Proſperity. 
Now the Shepherd is ſmitten and ſlain, oh let nor 
te Sheep ſcatter and divide! Let not this breach o 
nion another, and make you learn Wiſdom by a ſu- 
er- added Calamity. But 10 return, 5 
By this Iuſt ance of Mortality you are taught bow fallacies 
ie Hopes are that depend on the Life of à dying Creatare, 
u to ſeek thoſe Comforts that are unſten and permanent. 
% the Doath of your dear and delightful Relative, be a 
tens to promote the Celeſtial Life in yeur Scul, and to give 
e brighter Glimpſe of your Title to the durable Inberi- 


- 


e. 
Our Departure is at hand, kt's therefore familiarize the 
vt: of Death to our /elves, that we may [ſubmit to the 
Stroke with @ becoming and decent Compoſure of Mind ; 
ve)s remembring, That Death has nothing terrible in 
, but what our Life has made ſo. The Sailors wew- 
np, bow Ariſtippus coul be rmconcern's in a great 
um, which put c into fuch 4 Fright, be auſu d, 
ey fear d the Judgmert due to a wicked Lite, but 
expected the Reward of a good One. | 
The King of Terrors is made tributary to the Saints, and 
{O27 for em in an Int, which all the unted Farce of 
it Graces could never /), 7's a di'arm'd and cor g 
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Enemy, dud now ſer vel dalj th open the Gate into an Im, 
tal Paradiſe, Hen ven the Santtuary of Life, where we ſhall 
be for ever refrefli'd with txquiſite and perfect Pelicities, © 
Here Joy eater: into geod Men, there they ſhall enter in- 
to the Joy bf the Lord, «s into an Immenſe Ocean of Pl: 
ſures, which'I! be ſo great, that the very leaft Drop of iril 
malle us forpet not 05 tbe Croſles; but the Create Con: 
tents of the Earth. ; , | 

Welt then, let's make timely Proviſion for the laff Moment, 
that awful Moment; which concludes the Term of Life in  C 
Kartbly Tabernacle; and determines our Buſineſs for ever in the 
Future World, And that which ſhould heigbrew in us a Cox 
tern for our Souli; it, that the Error of Dying ill ana; 
can never be refified by Dying well another Time: Thert' 
a Second Editiofi of Life o correct the Ertata's in thi 
former Impreſſion. Me can't therefore be too diligent ani 
Hedy in ſecuring dur ſhare in the Treaſures of Glory, 
 Admirable is that of the Moraliſt, who ſaid; When | 
was Young, I 13 the Art of Living well; 
when Old, I ſtudied tne Art of Dying well. Go and 
do ſe likewiſe, and ſo an Entrance ſhalt be miniſter" 
umto you abtindantly, into the Everlaſting King 
dom of our Lord and <aviour Feſws Cbriſ, into whit 
Herciful Protection I commit you; and reſt, | 


Your Friend and Servant, 


Charles Oben, . 


fi 


be PROSPEOT of HEAVEN, 
The Support of Afflicted Chriſtians, 
CONSIDER'D and IMPROY'D, &. 


.4 COR. Chap. XV. Per. 19. 


in this Life only we have hope in -Chriſt, ave 
are of all men moſt miſerable, 


HOSE Perſons have a wrong Notioß 
of this Life, who expect to find ngthing 
T in it but what is pleaſant and deſirable; 
| for we ſee; .by.lad Experience, this is 
a World of Miſery, Sorrow and .V exa- 
| tion; few Families without their Trou- 
Fes and AMictions ; that Howe which now, rejoices, 
quickly tugn'd into a Houle ot mourning, and 
there this Day there is nothing but the Seand of the 
Imbre!, the Harp; and the el it maybe; the next 
day, there 1s the Voice of Ct ping; and {.4mentatius, 
lan ks hen unto trouble, as the ſparks , fly utwards, DO 
e not daily ſee that all worldly Comforts swithef. 
ir Hands, and periſh in embracing 3 ot. a tranſicht 
u flippery Nature, ſubject 7 be eclipled ehen tec 
| Abe 
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are at the Full? How often have we cmbrac'd a 
C.loud, when we have promis'd our ſelves a real and 


ſollid Happineſs? Have we not ſeen that the moſt 
beautiful Roſe is attended witha neighbouring Thorn? 


And have we nor prick'd our Fingers, and vex'd our- 


Souls, when we have thought to gather thoſe plea- 
fant Flowers we fo much doted on? Has not all our 
Wine had ſome Gall and Wormwood mixed with it? 


And has not every Comfort had a mixture of 2 Crols? . 


And where we have hoped for the greateſt Comforts, 
have we not met with a fad Allay of Grief? Thoſe are 
very young Perſons, and of ſhort Acquaintance with 
this World that have not found it thus variable and, 
with the Waters of the Sea, to ebb and flow. A few 
Yeais Experience will make us all to ſay with the 
Wiſeman. that a! is vanity and vexation of Spirit, 
Hut if we conſider, that Aﬀictions are the Saints 
Portion in a ſpecial manner, and that all. who are 
Chrittians, muſt take up their Croſs, and follow 
Chrizt We may well then conclude with the Apoſtle, 


in the Text, Thar if in this Life only we bave bope in 


Chriſt, we are of all men mo#t miſerable. 


In this Chapter we have the great Doctrine and 
Article of our Faith, .( viz. tie Reſurretlion of the Dead) 
en Prov'd, Explicated, and Apply'd. This you 

ve 

*. Aſſerted, Ferſe 4 That be roſe again the third day, 
accor amy to the Soriprues,. 

2. Prcv'd, from Verſe 5. to Verſe 25. 

3. Explain'd, or the Manner of the Reſurrection; o 
the Quality and Condition of the Bedics of che Saint! 
after the Reſurrection. and this is continued to Ver 57 

4 We have the Application and Improvement e 
this great Doctrine of the Reſurrection, 2nd the 

contain 


— — 


contain'd in an Exhortation to abide and abound in 
the Work of rhe I ord, Verſe the laſt. e 
The Text is contain'd in the Second Part of the 


Chapter, wherein the Apoſtle labours to prove the 


Doctrine of the Reſurrection. And herein Iwo 
Things are to be obſerv'd. | 

1. The Apoſtle proves the Reſurrection of Cg. 

2. From the Reſurrection of Chi, he proves che 
Re ſurrection of departed Saints. 

t. The Apoſtle proves the Reſurrection of CH, 
from Ver. 5 to Ver. 12. He was [ern of Cephas, n of 
the Velde: After that he was {ten of above five hundred » 
bret hren at once, of whim ite griat er part remain unte ' his 
preſent : Aller that he wes ſcen of James, then f all ihe A- 
poſtles : Laſt of all be was ſeen cf me alſo, as one torn ou: of 
due time. Here you ſee the Apollle proves the Re lur- 
rection of Ciri/f, by the clear Evidence and Teiti- 
mony of thoſe who had ſeen him, be bad ben ſcen of 
Cephas, then of the Twelve, Hcre was a ſufficient 
number of credible Wirnefles : But yet, to make it 
more Clcar, the Apoſtle adds, that Chriſt was ſeen of a- 
b-ve five hundred brabren at once, and the greateſt part 
of them were then living, and might be fought unto, | 
and enquired of, by any of the Sons of Didimas,wno, 
in this Point were faithleſs and unbelicving. 1 

2. The Apoſtle proves the Reſurrection of the | 
Dead, from the Reſurrection of Crit, and this he 
does to er 35. and that very fully and clearly, both 
by way of Confutation, Atlirmation, and many 0- 
ther ways. g 

ihe Apoſtle proves the Reſurrection of the Dead, 
rom the Reſurrestion of Chr, by way of Contiuta- 
tion, ovcreurning the contrary Opinion from the ma- {| 
n abiurd Conſequences that would follow upon it, | 


B 2 1. [tf 
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found falſe witneſſes of God, becauſe we have teſtified of Gal 


and Fames, and all the Apoſtles and } my ſelf, all at 


— — —_— 
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1. If there be no Reſurrection of the Dead, thy 
Chriſt is vet riſen, Ver. 13. the Abſurdity of which 
Conſequence he proves in many Particulars, as 

1. If Cbriſ be not riſen, then all Preaching and 
Believing is vain, Ver. 14. And if Chriſt be not riſe, 
then is eur Preaching in vais, and 10ur Faith ts alſo waiy, 

2. If Cbriſt be not riſen, then all who affirm he i; 
riſen, are falſe Witneſſes, Ver. 15, 16. Yea, and we ar 


that he raiſed up Chrift, om be raiſed not up, if ſo be tb 
the dead riſe not, If Chrijt be not riſen, then Cœpba s 
and the Twelve, and above Five hundred Brethren a 

I 


found falſe Witneſſes of God, if fo be that Cbrif iff n 
not rifen, a 
3. If Chrif be not riſen, you are yet in your ſons, Ver 1 
17. and your Faith is warn, you are yet in your ſins. If Ch¹H d. 
be not riſen, it is an Argument that Juſtice is not 1a] Ic 
tisſied, and then you mult anſwer for your Sins you w 
felves | | th 
4. If Chrift be not riſen. then all the Dead are periffl B. 
bed, Ver 18. they are in a loſt Eſtate and Condition of 
F. If Cbrii be not riſen, then are Chriſtians, f ſut 
men, moſt miſerable, as in the Text. If ww ibu Life n wi 
we have bope m Chriſt, ve are, of al men, moſt eniſeralſ ou 
So that the Text comes in as an abſurd ConſequencyY wi 
that would follow upon Chr being not riſen fro pre 


the Dead The Text conſiſts of theſe 'I'wo Party if ( 
I. We have an Hypothetical Propotition, | If into a 
Life only we bade hege in Chriſt. ] labs 


II. We may-note the Conſequence, or Inferenc 
that would follow upon this, | ben we WETIC, of au me 
molt miſerable, | | 

If che Hope of Chriſtians did terminate in th 
Lite, and. went no further ; if they expected noni: 


{rol 


— 
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from Chris, but what they have here, they were mi- 
ſerable, and, of all others, moſt miſerable, Miſera- 
ble indeed, if they were oblig'd to bear ſo many 
Croſſes, and to meet ſo many Dangers, and ſuch va- 
rious Calamities, and have no Reward. But, Thanks 
be ro God, this is not our Caſe! Here we are toſt 
among Rocks and Shelves, with threatning Waves, 
and high Winds but ſhortly we ſhall be there where 
we ſhall receive a bleiled Period of all our Conflicts 
and |. ifficulties. Here we meet with Affliction and 
Sorrow, and we are to look upon this World, and its 
admired Glories, as a poor contemptible empty Thing. 
It has been formerly. and will {till be a Place of va- 
nity and vexation of Spirit, We have found it ſo, 
and have met with trouble when we have loved any 
Thing with an exceſſive Love. The Comforts are 
doubttui, but its Miſeries are certain; its Griefs are 
long-hv'd, but its Pleaſures are very ſhore If there 
wcre no other Happinels for the Saints, then what 
this World affords then they were moſt miſerable. 
deri ut che Reward which ſhall at lait be conferr'd, is 
of ſuch tranſcendent worth, that the Hope of it is 4 
ſufficient Incentive to engage us chearfully to conflict 


e ol with the ſharpeſt Ditficulties can poſhibly occur in 
ral our purſuance of it, and with the Bleſſed Apoſtic, 
cnc with the greateſt Earneftnels, and Intention of Soul, 
frog pres forward ro the Mark, tir the price of cur Lig h calling 
Pari if God in Chriſt Jeſus, Heng fedfajt, immovcable, al- 


ways ebounding in the work of the Lord, Rowing 16.4 cur 
labour ſhall not be in wyain inthe Lord: But that bawirg our 
Lait h unte belineſs, we ſhall haue the en eternal Life *Tis 


and confirm the fechle Knees, to keep up the Scl 
n e midſt all Storms and Tempeſts, to ſwceten the bir- 
othing er Potion; and leſſen che heavielt Purdem; the Holy 

(ry! | dcripturs 


the nature of Hope, to ſtrengthen the weak Hands, 


1 
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Scripture abounds with pregnant Inftances of the 
| erful Influences of ic It provoked Abrabem to 
relinquiſh his own Country, and to fſcyourn in a 
ſtrange Land, he king for 4 Ci, whoje but der and 1 
maker wiz God. The primitive Chriſtians welcom'd 


the Periecutors and Plunderers, a' d did not weep 4 
when they beheld the Ruin and Pillage of their tem- I 
poral Eſtates bur rock joyful; b. {poalrng of i Heir goods, m 
knowing m them{clue;, that ibry bad m Heaven a more en- 4 
«tr my ebf unge. I 

Tho' we be ſorrowful, afflicted, and toſt in the In 
Waves, yet there is a Protpect of a quiet Shore. If In 
we hold out but a little white, our Expectarions ſhall Y,, 
not be in vain: /t & but @ /u:tle while but be that fhail come, ... 
come, and will not terry, The Husbandman gives * 
not up his Grain for loſt, tho' it be covered wichF,,. 
Snow and Storms, but is in Hopes to ſee it riſe with 
the returning Spring; ſo, tho' we may meer withF,,. 
many Troubles and Afflictions here; tho' our Hopes ne 
and Expectations be fruſtrated and we find little but... 
Diſappointments in this Life, yet we ſhould be hum - J 
bly ſilent, and acquieſce in the Wiſdom of his Ap Haie 
pointment and Decree; for tho' it be ſo at preſentY,, ; 


yet the Lord is not unmindtul of our Sorrows, andFj;. 
in that very Moment that is moſt for his Glory, an 
our Good, he will come and ſave us. f in tb LifYY 
only we have brye m Chriſt, - we are, of all men, moſt mi 
ſerab!le, Many Obſervations might be rais'> fro 
theſe Words, but 1 thall only name One, viz. 
DoR. That i” ihe He of Chriſtians lowked no furtbe 

- than this I ifr, and waited nat for ſome better Thing 
Lan shit lier affords, they were, of ail Men, m. 
miſerable, It, in this Life only we have hope ii 

Cb iſt, we ure, of all men, moſt miſcrable. 
&SRUictioa and Miſery is the Saints Portion * 
the 


\ 


| ( 15 ) 
they who will be Chriſtians, and follow Chriſt, muſt 
not ſtumble at the Croſs. God has decreed the Saints 
to Diſtreſs, as well as to Glory. The ſame God who 
has appointed them to a Crown as their End, ap- 
pointed them to the Croſs as the Way; and that they 
mult, rthro' many Tribulations, enter into the Kmgdem of 
Heaven, The Wilderneſs was the Road to Canaan ; we 
muſt not forget, that we muſt bear the Croſs, and 
meet with Troubles and Diſappointments here, and 
suffer, before it will be our Time to Receive. We 
% EY muſt hold on in our Race tho' the Weather be foul 
It Find ſtormy. Many Thouſands of Croſſes and. Dif- 
al H :ppointments may be our Lot, before the Lord will 
ne, call us hence. The Land of Promiſe is indeed a plea- 
ſes unt Land, it flows with Milk and Honzy, but there 
ire many Giants to conquer in our way thither. 
: There are ſome will ſay, Happy are the Men that 
ith e Rich and Great, that have thriving Trades, nu- 
PeFncrous Attendants, and ſwelling Titles; that have 
burg genty of Gold and Silver. and necd take no cure 
um gw to live, but are freed from all the pinching Ar xi- 
ics of a poor and low Eſtate, But we chule rather 
o ſay, Happy are all they cn whom God lifts up the 
light of his Coun:enunce, and gives the Grace of 
Hope. to leok'thro' all the Miſeres of this Life, to 
hoſe Jo's and Pleaſures that are Above, at God's 
Right-hand for cvermore. 
a eee 
I. would fhew YO., Mente it ex that hriſtians were | 
of all Men mat miſe able, if their H pes were rand ||} 
no big ber 1han the good Tings of teas Life. | 
II. I would ulſo fſhew you, M hence zr 15 that th: Perle 1 
pe N of Cd meet wita [4 21 373 y Miſcries, Crojjes, 244 Di/= | 
a'pimtmncnts im this Liſe, . 


an III. Atabe ſome lip ovemert of the I bole. 
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I. I would ſhew you, Whence it i: that Chriſtians 
were, of all Men, moſt miſerable, if ther Hopes were 
raid mo higher than the good Things of this Life, 
And there ire many Reaſons tobe aflign'd for this, 
why they of all Men ſhould be moſt milerable, and 
ſome more peculiar to rhe Primitive Times, and the 
Days when the Apoſtles liv'd. | 
1. Then was the Name of Chriſtians batef«l, and there 
were none who could profets the Name of Chriſt, 
but they were in j<opardy of their Lives Chriſtia- 
nity was, in thoſe Days, a Set every where ſpoken againſt, 
a Religion that Men were not educated in; no out- 
ward Encouragement to proſeis the Name of Chriſt 
little ſatisſaction given ,to carnal Expectations: An 
therefore ſaid the Apoſtle, That ai! who would live godly . 
in Chriſt Jeſus, ſbould ſuffer Perſecution, The; ſhould be 4 4 
Sheep among IVolves, As Daniel thrown among Lion, or 
at the Diſciples in the Ship, that were rofled up and 50 
down ready to fink every moment. The Profeſſion Y:* 
of Chiriſt brought a Man's Life, and his moſt dear 
Enjoyments, into an immediare and certain hazard; 
fo that well might the Apoſtle ſay. If in thes Life only 
we heve hope in Chriſt we ave, of all men, moſt miſer able. 
And how ſcbn God n:ay charge tte Scene, in the 
publick Affairs of the Times wherein we live, the 
Lord only knows. Tho' Authority now ſmiles on the 
Church of God. yer we know not how ſcon it may 
frown, and the Storms of Perlecution may arilg 
Hiels ix. 31. Then bal ike Churches reſt tbre tut all Jude, 
This was a bleſſed Time, but how long did it laſt ? 
Alas! not long. ſer in the xiich Chapter we have the 
lad New: of a bloody Perſecution, Ver. 1, 2. In this 
Perſecution, Femes, the Brother of John, loſt his 
Life. by Hired s bloody Sword, and Peter, in Priſon, 
was like tg go to the ſame Shambles; and the Church 
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was driven into a Corner, to pray in! the Night to- 

gether, Ver. 12. Oh what a Change was here! They 
ono before had Reſt on every Side, were now in 

Blood —. The Church of God; like a Ship, has 
deen greatly toſs'd with high Winds, and raging | 
Waves; it has been often in the Sea, but never 
drown'd; ſeldom our of the Fire, but never con- 
ſum d Sometimes ſwallow'd up, in the Eye of Rea- 
+ Jon, as Jer in the Whale's Belly, but ſoon caſt up 
again, as too heavy a Charge for the ſtrongeſt Sto- 
mach that ever Perlecutor had to digeſt —. In Ter- 
t FOR Time to be a Chriſtian, was to be Publicus 
Reſts, an open Enemy. And tho', as that acute Fa- 
ther pleaded, the Chriiſtians were no Albimans, or Ba- 
mans, i. e. ſuch as embroil the Civil State with Wars, 
jet becauſe they were Chriſtians, it was enough. The 
rery Name of Chriſtianity was a Crime And of this 
Oppoſition from the World our Saviour inform'd his 
Diſciples, when he firſt gave them their Commiſſion 
to preach, Th they ſhould be bated of all Aen. So that 
well might the Apoſtle fay, in the Text, If in 1445 
ul only we ba ve bope in Chriſt, we are, of ail men, mo{s 
wlcrab/e, 

2. Chriſtians would be, of all men mf miſcrable, if 
their Hopes terminated in this Life. and that, if we 
conſider, That tho tbe Lord does often pi wicked Men 
lere for their Sins, yet be does eſpecial 'y affl & and chaſtiſe Lis 
nn Pe ple. whoever goes uncorrected, God's own 
People ſhall not, Prov. iii. 11, 12. My Son deſtiſe not 
1 cbaſtening of the Lord, neither be weary of bu cor redt i- 
m, for whom the Lord loverh b: coreeteib, eu as a Fa- 
lber a Son in whom be delighteth. As mary as I live | re- 
lake. And whom the Lord lovetb he c haſti neth, and ſcaurg- | 
Uh ezery Son whom be racei vetb, Heb. xii. 5, Men will 
ot take the pains to correct ſtubborn Servants, but 
G turn 
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turn them out of Doors, but Love forceth them to 
cChaſtiſe their Sons. God out of Hatred lets many a 
Sinner go unpuniſh'd in eltis World, He prunes not 
that Tree which he intends for the Eterna! Fire. Our 
of Love God does afflic his People. Some Sinners 
ſcape ſcourging, and are ſuffer'd to take theirliberty 
in Sin, becauſe God does not love or eſteem them; 
but his Saints. whom he values, he will be ſure to 
correct, that he may haye them always within his 
Call and Command. AU who will live gd) in Chriſt 
Jeſus, ſhall [uffer perſecuticn, 2 Tim. iii 12. We read, 
that h many tribulations we mutt enter into the kingdom 
of God, Acts xiv. 22. And the Apoſtle Peter {peaks | 
of Jadgment begining f at the houſe of God, 1 Pet. iv. 
17. So weread, Pal. xliv. 2%. For thy Ide we are killed | 
a'l the day long, we are counted as ſheip for the ſlaughter, 
Rom. viii 36. For ye are dead, and your life à bid with | 
Chriſt in Ged. So that well might the Apoſtle ſay, in 
the Text, If in tlis /ife only we bave bepe n Chriſt, we 
are, of all men, mol miſera ble. | 7; 
2. Chriſtians wou'd be, of al! men moft milerable, if | 
their Hopes terminated in the good Things of this 
Life, if we conſider, What Trouble ariſes to i bem, in this 
Werld. from Satan. This is their profeſſed Enemy. and 
ſo creates them all the Miſery he can; becauſe he 
cannot torment them hereafter, he will do what he 
can to torment them here, and therefore is compar'd 
to that ravenous Beaſt, who goes «bout ſeeking hom he 
may devour. i Pet. v. 8. How can a Perſon but expect 
to be troubled from thoſe Legions of unclean Spirits? 
And we arc ſaid co wreſtle with theſe Principalities 
and Powers of Darkneſs. This our Saviour meant, 

in part, when he told St. Peter, that Satan bad deſir d 
7s fete tim as wheat, Luk. xxii. 31. in ſifting, there is a 
great Ccmmotion and Agitation. Thus the Devil a 
| tende 
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tended not the ſeparating the Chaff from the Wheat, 
but to trouble and confound them, that ſo they might 
the eaſier ſin, Was not Paul exceedingly troubled, 
when he complain'd of the Buffettings of Satan? 
| 2 Cor xii 7. fo that there is ſcarce any Man, any 
godly Man, but the Devil does, one way or another, 
;  moleſt and diſturb him. How often does he come 
tand ſteal away the good Seed, ſo ſoon as it is ſown, 
„and fo diſquiets the Soul. His Temptations are like 
= ſo many Egypiian Frogs, always croaking, and trou- 
s bling the Believer, that he cannot pray, and believe 
. in a Promiſe, canner walk in Faith and Peace, as he 
4d JF ought to do. The Devil makes this a croubleſome 
„ World to many of the Saints, ſo that well might the 
b J Apoſtle ſay, If ovly in tb Life we have bope in Chriſt, 
n IT ve are, of all men, moſt miſerable. | 
pe 4. Great trouble ariſes to the godly, even from profane and 
'" Wuicked Men iz the World, This was that which made 
if holy David cry out, Moe u me that I ſ.journ in Meſsch, 
n tb. | awell in the Tents of Kedar, Val. xx. 5. The 
bis World hates the godly, that is the ungodly and wic- 
nd led Men, which are the greateſt part of the World, 
he do hate Gods People. And this is that which the 
children of God ſhould reckon and think upon, 
| Pet. iv. 11. Beloved, think u nat {trange Concerning the 
ſery trial, which us to try you, as tb ſeme flrange bing 
lappe nd to you We muſt not think it ſtrange for wie- 
led Men to give us trouble Our Bleited Lord, tho” 
ver any walked ſo holily and unblamably as he did, 
jet they ſtander'd him, and faid, be had A Devil. The 
Whole Nation cry'd C ucifie bi, Crucifie bim, and they 
Would have Barabbas, a Murderer, ſpar d before him. 
OW our Saviour tells us, Thats ibe Servant mut not 
di: 4 to be above bs Maſt), If they abuſed, derided, ' 
d reproached Chriſt, eftec:aing him uaworchy ta 
Ga C a | live, 
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live, how ſhould his Diſciples and Followers think 
to eſcape ? fob. xiii. 16 Da knefs cannot agree with 
Light, nor Cbri:t with Belial. O the Troubles and 
Sorrows that ariſe, from wicked Men, unto the god- 
ly ! What Envy and Bitterneſs ; what Rage and Ma- 
lice ; what Railings and Oppoſition do they nit 
with from the hands of wicked and profanc Men? io 
that well might the Apoſtle ſay, !7 m bu ie n we 
bave bope in Chrift, we are, of all men, ml! v:i(" av e. 
J. Great Troubles and Sorrows ariſe to the © y, 
in this World, not only from wicked Men, ant «pn 
Enemies, but even from thoſe who really os appere +: / ok 
fowards the ſame Heaum with ws. And this is ihe vorſt 
of Trouble that can come from Men; Daws made 
ſad complaint, of his f:miliar Friend, with » bom b ol 
fret counſel, that this Man ſhould riſe againſt him, 
P/al. xli 9. St. Paul complains of the erif ans D. ger 
be u in by Falſe Brethren, 3 Cor. xi. 26. ſo that it is no 
new thing for thoſe who profeſs the lame Chriſtian 
Way, and that in a moſt intimate manner, yet to be- 
come Enemies and Adverſaries to thoſe who truly 
fear God Our Lord was betray'd by Fade, one of 
Irs own Company, that had left all to become his 
Diſciple. | on 
Yea, not only from apparent and ſeeming Friends, 
but even ſometimes, from thoſe who are truly feri- 
ous, great trouble is created; was there not a hot Con- 
tention between Paul and Barnabas? And did not the 
Corinth:ans go to, I aw one againſt another, and wrong 
one another? Does not the Apoſtle James ſpeak of En- 
Dig and Dewruring one aner; there 13 a Proneneſs; e- 
ven in God's Children to fall out one with another. as 
Fzeeb's Sons did. And hence we ſee Believer againſt 
Believer, and Chriſtian againft Chriſtian purfuing one 
ancther with great Bitterneſs of Spirit. Well therefore 
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might the Apoſtle ſay, in the Text, F in thi Life only 
we bave hope m Chriſt, we are, of all men, moſt miſerable. 

6. Great Troubles ariſes to the godly even from tbemſelves. 
Such Unhelief, and Diſcontent, is apt to riſe in 2 
good Man, that he often creates much trouble to him- 
ſelf; David often ſpake of the Frettings and Heat that 
his Heart was in; and who puts him into it? What 
made his Soul like a foaming Sea, was it not his own 
Diſfidence, his own froward Heart? Auftin cry d out, 
Libera me Domine a me ipſo; tanquam maximo boſte, Loyd 
derver me from my ſelf, as the greate# Enemy, this leads. 
me not only ina ſinful Way, but alſo in a troubling; 
Way. O! how many Times does a Chriſtian raife 
up :is ewn Fears, his own Jealouſies, and his own 
Doubts ; ſo that as the Cloth breeds the Moth that 
corrupts and deſtroys it; or, as the Tree the Worm 
that eats it, thus, from a Man's own Heart does ariſe 
ſuch troubleſome Thoughts, and Cares, and Fears, 
that he may be call'd a Atagor Miſſabib, Fear ri un alcur 
Im. So that well may we ſay with the Apoſtle, 7 
u this Life ouly we bave hope in Chtilt, we are, of ad men, 
mit miſerable, as > 
7. This, @ troubleſome ana miſcrable World, in all Rels- 
lone and Conditions, is a Valley of Tears: The godheft 
Men have acknowledg'd that their Days have been 
ew and Evil in this World. We muft not expect 
Summer always in this World. God has ſubjected 
ul theſe created Comforts and Changes, a glorious 
hay to have a dark Night. I here is trouble in every 
lelation, whether it be 4 Single or Married Eftate ; 
Mether we be Matters or Servants ; Parents or Chil- 
„as Wien; Husbands or Wives we are not exenipted from 
inſt fiction and. Miſery. I: all Callings or Relations. 
one is noted of Bafi!, as his Opinion, That the Earth, 
fore fore Man's Fall, brought forth no Þ horns or 11 
| Jes, 
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Mes, and that the Roſe did grow without Prickles, I 
Bur here is no ſuch Blefſednefs now Our of the ſadit 7. 
Fount in comes Bitter and Sweet, and from the ſame 
Root grow Figs and Thiſtles Grapes and Thorns. I ,: 
There is no Mercy, or ourward Comfort but has its 0 
Inſufficiency, and there are as many Drops of Gall, 
as there are of Honey, which made Fob ſay that 
Man who is born of a u, tz (off aube, even as the 
2 ubward, Job. xiv. The I if of Man is full of 
orrow, ſo that well might the Apoſtie ſay, If i# rbis 
Life only we bave b pe in Chriit, we arc, of all mth, mot} 
miſerable. 

Particularly, . Con ler we hut the common Af airs of this 
Life. Theſe generally bring along with them a huge 
Train of Cares, what a Labour and Pain do Men 
take here? This is the Fruit of our Sin and Apoſtacy, 
In the ſweat of his Brows Man muſt eat his Bread, 
Gen. iii 19. And the Wiſeman ſays, Al bis days are ſor- 
row, and bis travel g rife; yea, bis heart taketh not rift | 
in 16- nig bt, this 15 alſo vanity, Eccl it. 23. All Things 
are full of Labour, and Labour is full of Sorrow and 
thoſe Two are inſeparably ioin'd with the miſerable 
Life of Man. Who that but conſiders the Labour and 
' Pain, the Care and Trouble the Strife and Sorrow 
that attend the common Affairs of this Life, would 
not cry out with the Apoſtle, Hin bis /ife only we bave 
bope in Chriſt, we are, ef all men, moſt miſerable. 

2. We may conſider the Miſeries of this Life, im reſpe# of 
.the Body. O! the many tedious and languitihin: Pains 
that afflict ſome Bodies, Days and Months together. 
Man is ſeldom without Pain or Sickneſs, and always, 
even in the higheſt Health, bears about with him 
the Symptoms of Death and Mortality, What mul: 
titudes of Diſeaſes and Diſtempers are we prone un- 
to? Ard how ſhort is our Enjoyment of Health, and 

" Freedom! 
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Freedom from ſome Pains and Aches. Every Fit of 
the Stone, Gout, Collick, or ary ſuch acute Pains, 
makes us grieve and mourn, and prey to be at eaſe. 
The many Pains and Miſeries which attend this out- 
ward Man, may make us all to ſay, in the Words of. 


this holy Apoſtle, If in this life only we bave bope in 
Chriſt, we are, of all men, moſt miſerable. 

1. Conſider we but the many Miſeries that attend onr Re- 
lations and Calling. What Croſſes and Diſappointments 
do we meet with here, in all our Relations, and in 
every Calling? When we expected nothing but 
Comfort and Content, how have we been diſappoin- 
ted, and inſtead thereof have been entercain'd with 
Trouble and Affliction The Promiſes and Friend- 
1 Wſiip of this World have been very changeable, and 
we have not met with that cordial Satisfaction we 
propos'd to our ſelves, when we let our Minds run 
Jo upon theſe Creature-Comforts. Particularly, let 
d, Yu obſerve | 
1. How many. who ba ve pray d for Children, and #op'd 
of en theſe ſhould be the Stay and Comfort of their Old Age, 
5* lde ſeen theſe Children ſnateb d away by an early Stroke, and 
le Flower wither in the Bloſſom that they began to dote wpon? 
oh! how many Parents are there, whoſe Children 
ire ſeveral Years, and to whoſe Education they con- 


7 mute all they can, and hope they ſhall have great 
= comfort in them, and when they begin to flouriſh, a 
4 


torm comes and blaſts this ſair and goodly Fruit, 
ad they follow their hopeful Children to the Grave, 
J Wourning as David for a bad Son, Oh Abſalom ! my 
ins a! my ſon ! would God I had died for thee ! Oh Abſalom! 
ky ſon ! my ſon ! Conſider but how the Hopes and Ex- 


ay, ectations of many Parents are fruſtrated and diſap— 
wm dointed by the Death of riicir dutiful and devir Chil- 
nur en, and we may well conclude, with che Apoſtle, 
un- | 


If 
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F is this Life only we bave bope in Chriſt, we are, of all 
men, moſt miſerable. : | 

2. Confider we but bow many Parents brave prayed for Chil. 
dren, and having, at length attaini'd them, Ob! bow fond 
and dot ing are they of em, contributing all they can to their 
wertzous Education: They are choice and careful, and mighty 


render of tbem, aud they hope theſe will be Inſtruments of much f 
good in their Generation, when they are laid in ther Grave, 0 
aud gone to their long Home. Theſe are the Hopes and Ex. de 
pectat ions of many pions and godly Parents, But, alas ! be 
ſoon are theſe Hopes fruſtrated, and they oblig'd to græ ve an 
mourn for the Diſobe dience and Undutifulnefs of their Children Jo 
that are like to periſh, and be Heirs of Wrath for ever The pe 
ſigh and ſorrow, and many times go with an heavy" 
Heart. for the Sinfulneſs and Untowardneſs of thode 
Children they once had ſuch great Hopes of. This Fur 
and the many Conſiderations | have already nam'd i 
may make us ſay with the holy Apoſtle, in the Text. 
IF only in this life we have bope in Chriſt, we are, of all men "© 
moſt miſerable. | 105 

a 


II. I come now to ſhew you, I/bence it is that 11 
Saints «nd Scrvanis if Ged meet with ſo many Loſſes 
Aries and Difarpoin: ments in this Liſe, | 

And it muſt be acknowledg'd that this is a Poin 
of which we cannot have any certain and comprehe 


five Knowledge. The Judgment: of God are too dee be 
for us to fathom, or to tell particularly what is God & 
deſign in this or that Diſpenſtion. here are abu.“ 
dance of dark and myſterjous Providences in Hf 
World, the Reaſons of which we ſhall never know ti har 
the Great Day. One Man is afflicted a!l his Day her 
and perhaps another, no better than he, knows nut 
what Affliction means. One Man is croſſed and di 7 
appointed in all that he goes about, and meets wi! 
Loſſcs in his Eſtate, and in tis Family, and lies la _ 
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i euiſhing in pain and Miſery, when another proſpers 
and is well: Therefore ſays the Pſalmiſt, Thy way is wm * 
the ſea, and by path in the great waters, and thy footſteps 
gre not known, Pla). IXxvii. 19. WD et, 
Now the People of God meet with Croſſes and Diſ- 
ppointments here, with Trouble and Affliction, for 
ſuch Ends, and Cauſes, and Reaſons, as come next to 
de aſſign'd. | 
1. Here we meet with Miſery; Trouble, and Diſap- 
yointment, that ſo we might ſit looſe, and be wean'd from 
bn H/orld; We are but too apt to dandle this World 
pon the Lap of our Affections, and to be too fond 
Wind doting of thoſe Comforts it affords. And no 
onder that then God makes this World as an Iron- 
furnace. and does, as it were, turn Earth intd a kind 
of Hell unto his People, and that becauſo they are fo 
pt co make it their Heaven. He carried e about, 
bro” the Wilderneſs, when he could have led them a 
rarer way to the Land of Canaan, becauſe their 
hearts luſted after Egypt. God does, as it were, rub 
mood upon the Breaſts of this World, and that to 
dean his People from it. If we can take fo much De- 
icht to be here, when there are ſo many AfMitions 
attend us; ſo many Crofles and Difappointments 
b befall us, what ſhould we do if there were nothing 


300 ut Content and Comfort, and a long Scene of pure 
w k'ights and Joys? If we can handle this #or/d with 
ch nuch Pleaſure, which I: ſo fullof Pricks and Thorne, 


hat ſhould we do if it were {gmooth and plain? 


* ( * 0 N * . 
Day hen therefore you meet with Croſſes and Diſap- 
nd fintments, with Troubles, Deceitfulneſs and Incon- 


d dihbncy of Creature Comforts; do ycu then fuyf TI 
wit” 'nfrut? and teach as, that we are nor, to expett a f- 
„ lar} bere Poſſibly you have been felying üpdni the 
: ſhin} eacure 3 your Naning npoff theſe Staves has brief 
D wen 
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them in pieces. In this xeſpe&t Afflictions are neceſ- 
ſary. The Waters are not more neceſſary to waft the 
Ship to its Haven, then Afﬀicions and Troubles are 
to carry the Veſſels of our Souls to their Port of Eter- 
nal Bliſs, . 

2. Here we are in Trouble and Affliction, That we 
mig bt remember bat our Condition. ts, that we are but Pile 
grim; and Strangers, and therefore have not our ſettled abode 
here. O how apt are we to make this World our Honie, 
and to deſire we might abide here always, and to think 
of no other Happineſs or Bleſſedneſs, but what is in 
the Creatures! But the Lord, by the Troubles and 
Diſappointments we meet with here, does convince 
us, that there muſt be a better Condition than this. 
We have no abiding Place in this World, but are here 
to Day, and gone to Morrow. Oh! what a Bridle 
would it be to our carnal Affections, to remember 
we are but Sojourners and Strangers here. The Va 
nity and Weg of our Lite here, is ſo obvious 
a Reaſon, that it is ſti ange any one ſhould be ſo ver 
fond of it, as to neglect tor their Later End. 

z. Here we meet with Affliction and Trouble, Cre 
ſes and Diſappointments, Thet ſo Heaven, and theſe 
and Fleaſures, which are above, at God's Rig b:-band, mH 

be more pris d, and bitter effeem'd by ms. Oh what a blct 
ſed and glorious Place will Heaven be, when we w 
are laden with Croſſes and Diſappointments 
ſhall be brought thither ! No Storms ſhall there me 
leſt our Joy, or interrupt our eternal Calm. He 
his Family is compoled of ſeveral diſtreſſed mourtY; 
ing Children, but there they ſhall all be cloach'd wi}; 
Praiſe, and none ſhali be ſick or die. Thence Deaty, 
and Fear, and Conſternation is baniſh'd for ever. Of 
our ſinful and our unworthy Hearts, that we ſhou 
ſo delight to be rofs'd and hurried up and down * l 
| 7 
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- Y Occan. and be afraid to come to the Haven! That 
Death ſhou'd be ſo unwelcome, when it is the Paſſage 
to incomprehenſible and immortal Glory. | 
r- 4. Here we meet with Troubles and Afflictions, Te 
purge and purifie us, for that better State which is to eme, 
we} and which we are in hopes to be madeiyartakers of, when this 
il- Y miſerable Life is ended. The Lord forceth us like the 
% Ark, to ſail in deep Waters, that our Souls might 
le, mount the nearer unto Heaven. The Muſician hangs 
nk his Viol near the Fire, that ſo, when play'd on, it 
ny might make the ſweeter Mulick, The Fire purihes the 
ind Veſſels of Gold, and makes them more meet for their 
ace Mafter's uſe. Here is the faith awd patience of the ſaints, 
bis. ¶ ſaich the Apoſtle, ſpeaking of great Afflictions, Rev. 
ere xiti. 10. hers it is exerciſed, and here it is increaſed. 
idle 5. We arc here afflicted and troubled, and meet with 
Diſappointments, and Thet for a mire clear diſcovery of 
our Corruptions, and the Defilement. of our Natures, In a 
Calm, the Waters of the Sea appear to be clear e- 
nough, but when Storms and Tempeſts come, then ir 
throws up Mire and Dirt. In Proſperity and Health, 
we think we have very good Hearts, and conſiderable 
degrees of Sanctification, but when Affliction and 
Trouble comes, then we ſhew what we are: And one 
would hardly have thought our Faith fo weak, till like 
Peter walking on choſe rempeſtuous Waters, and ready; 
TY to fink under them. A Father will ſometimes crots. 
his Child, co know his Dilpolttion. And when we 
come to be tried by Affliction aud Trouble, oh whac 
A multitudes of Iniquities do then appear! what Unbe- 
lief!“ What Impatience! What Murmuring! and whit 
unbecoming Thoughts of God, do then ſhew them 
lelyes! The Afflictions of this. Life ſhew-us.whar ſorry 
and contemptible Creatures we are. 
o. We here meet re 2nd Troubles, bees 
| | 2 — * 
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fo we might be everlaſt ing Admirers of the Freenefs of bi 
G race when we are delivered, O]! the wonderful Care 
and Condeſcention of God, that when. our Wound; 
were very deep, he pour'd in Wine and Oyl. And 
when we were inwardly bleeding, and no Creature : 
could help us, he then ſtopt this Iſſue of Blood, that 
we might not bleed to death. God's End in many? 
Afflictions, is, that when his People are deliver'd they , 
ſhould be always employ'd in wondring at his Love; , 
and when they have loſt themſelves in wondering, Nu 
tranſporting Joy may fay, O the Heighth, and Depth, " 
and Breadth, and Length of the Love of God! I was 
hopeleſs,and he fIFd my deſpairing Soul with Hope; IT; 
was very guilty, and he forgave me ;T was near to Hell ;: 
and Deſtruction, and he brought me back again; I wasn. 
fainting, and he reviv'a me; dying, and he made me live. 
And thus I have ſhown you whence it is that God's 
own People do meet with ſo many Troubles and Af. 
fictions, ſo many Croſſes and Diſappointments here, 
IIId. General Head is, 7o meke {ome Improvement and" 
Application of this. And chiefly by way of Inference. 
t. From what has been ſaid, we may infer, Thar 
there 15 a State and Life to come, much better than this it. It 
in this Life only we have hope in C-rif, we are of all Ys. 
men, moſt miſerable. There is a State of Bliſs, re. Id. 
ſerved for the Reward of ſuch who are qualify'd for 
admiſſion thereunto; or. as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, that; 
there rem1ins a reſt for the people of God. This has been ra-. 
tionally infert'd by che more prudent Heathens, from fit 
their Obſervation of the unequal Diſtribution of Good Y= 
and Evil ia this World: They ſeeing theſe oblique 
Tranſitions, how wicked Men are greatly gratiſy dg. 
with all thoſe Pleaſures to which their ſenſual Appe - J. 
tite inclines them; and that the godly and yertuous Fir: 
labour under many Aﬀictions and Infumitiss. {ard i 
Jaus 149% To 0 ey. 


J's thy Glorirs, that wait for us on the other lia Let us radute 
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they might reconcile this Adminiſtration of Providence, with the 
M iſdom, Gosdnefs, arid Juſtice of God, did conclude that this World 
was a Place of Tryal and Probaticn. and that there was a future 
State 07 Retribution Bat to clear this Point, we have not only the 
Light of N-tnre. bur ail Divine Revelation aſſerting it, that ver- 
tous and pu us Yerſons ſhall, atrer their Departure from this World, 
be 1yanti.ted inco State of Bliſs and Glory. For F in ths life onl 
ge he rei tut, we are, of all men, mott miſerable, 

2. From what nns been (aid, we may infer, Howe (mall account and 
reck +. ng we [houl.! make of ths World. Here we have Sorrow up- 
on Sorrow, and one Affliction upon another. O] then let us look 
upon tines World, and its moſt admir'd Glories, as a poor contemp- 
tble empty Thin, for ſo it is indeed. The Cares and Troubles which 
t brings upon us, eaſily diſquiets and throws us down. but it can» 
ro, With all its Charms raiſe us up again. All its Riches cannot 
buy an Hour's Peace and Comfort ; all its Honours cannot fave us 
from the Contempt of God. What faith an Heathen Aathor in this 
matter, Non Domus & fundus, non Era aecervus & aurs g rot 
Domini deducant car pora febres. All its Pleaſures cannot (weeren 
our bicter Cup, nor all its Smiles chear us when God frowns. O! 
bow ſhould we live in the contemipt of this World, that has formerly, 
incl will be will, a Place of vanity and vexation of Spirit. Let us 
then eſteem ſuch an afflictive World as this is, at a low rate; and 
ice we find it to be fo, let us apply our ſelves to ſomething that 
u more durable and ſatisfying, for F in ths life only me have bote 
in Chriſt, we are, of all men, moſt miſerable. 

3. From what has been ſ1id, we may infer, hy all goed Chriſti- 


are ſo willing te die, and leave thy World. This was it that made 


it. Paul deſire to depart, and to be with Chnit, which N far better, 
Phil, i. 23+ and to ſay, with good old Simeon, when he had embrac'd 
tis Saviour in his Arms, Now, Lord, letteſt thou thy fcroamt depare 
n Peace, for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation, The Servants of 
604 have their Eyes and Hopes upon another World, and remember 


Jory well that they are Strangers and Pilgrims here on Earth; chat 


afl:Gion is as proper to this World, as Hrat in Summer, and Snow 


ad Cold in Winter; they are haſteding to a State and Place of un- 


nterrupted Joy, and they bear all Crotics, and Vexations, in hopes 
f a glorious exchange; hence tis they welcome Pain and Sicknrls, 
tecaule they are as the Wneels of their Chartors, and carry them 
tezrer to their Home, Death would be frightful, ii we look'd no 
ther, but it comforts us when we fee the Crowns, the, Hale j bs, 
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- this Cold a litile while, and the warmth of 46> ahem's Boſom will te. 


vive and refreſh us for erer. With the Senſe of this future Glory did Ml | 

the holy Martyrs ſo cheartully perfevere, and look upon their Dying 

Day, as the Day of their Coronation, for if in cha life only we bays 
in Chriſt, we are of all men mot miſerable. 

4. From what has been (aid, we may mfer, What need all good 
Chriſtians have of Faith and Patience. What need have they of Faith, 
to conclude that God does all very well, in Holineſs and Wiſdom, 
tho' at preſent he ſuffer them ro groan under many Miſeries and Tri- 
bulations ? And what need have we of Patience, to ſubmit unto what 
he appoints for our Lot, and not in the leaſt to repine or murmur a 
it. Without Faith we (hall be apt io ſtumble at theſe ſeeming Diſ- 
orders, and inequal Diſtributions of his Providence. And without 
Patience we fhall be apt to ſtruggle and fret under rhe leaſt Croſi ot 
Affliction; to be tired, and fay, It x in vais to ware upon the Lord. 
Now ſeeing that gur Hope does not terminate upon any Happineſ; 
bere, but us fixed upon another World, let us wait with patience the 
coming of the Lord; and let us bearken to what the Fſalmiſt lays 
in this Caſe, Truly my ſeu! waiteth n God, From bim n my ſalvation. 
Ir was a great Sin in f/7ae/, that they waited not for bu counſel, but 
limitted the Holy One of Iſrael. I: is drſhonoarable unte God to be 
limitted or directed by us. 

5. From what has been ſaid, we may infer, Nhat a poor ſorry Cres 
ture a Chriſtian & in thu World. He is very mean and centemprible, 
look d upon as ſueh in the Eyes of others. The Apoitles themſelves 
were judged the off ſcouring of the World, and treated as ſuch. Alas! 
the beſt are attended with A fflict ion and Trouble, with Vexationeand 
Diſappoinrments. Their Graces and Excellencies are allo many Times 
like Ground in Winter, cover d. with Rain and Storm. Chr was 4 
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Man of forre:, and acquainted with griefs; andthe Life of all he · þ: 
Revers # h14 with God wn Cbriſt, and hid under a thonſand Croſlo fu 
and Infirmities, and does not yet appear in the cleareſt Light. Now L 
the Servants of God are ſoaring to the heavenly Port, as Fonas tothe L 
Shore, cover d with the Waters of Affliction. They ſeem now, ta Fl 
careleſs Eye, like the ed that is buried in the Ground, to be quite call fu 
away, but in the Great Day they ſhall ariſe with new Life and Luſtre. F :/ 

6. From what has been ſaid, we may infer, che miſerable State of «p 
#hoſe, who are withour Rope of 4 future Glory and Felicity. Andi 5 
there ate many who are an hopeleſs People, which way ſoever the) ap 


took they have no Hopes of a better State, Eph. ii. 1 2. they have no 
Promite to ground their Hope upon; and ſuch are like a Ship with 
out an Anchor or Pilar, in the audit of a raging Sea, and 3 
ave 


Huou 


Wave 


Can) 


Waves. O rhe miſerable State of thoſe Perſons, that are in Af 
fiction, and have no hope that ever it ſhall be better with them! 

7. We may infer, The miſery of ſuch Perſons who have all their 
Hopes terminated in the Things of this Life. There is a Hope, of 
which Men ſhall one Bay be aſhamed, ſuch is Mens Hopes in their 
Riches, in the Arm of Bieſh ; in Oppreſſion, Vanity, and Sin; all 
theſe, and other ſuch like Props, are rain and fooliſh, and hence wicked 
and carnal Men are ſaid to be without bees in the world; not that 
they are clean without a Proſeſſion of their Hope, for few Men fo 
vile, but they profeſs, and confidently avouch their Hope in God, 
bur this Hope, not being well · bottom d, is vain and empty, with» 
out Evidence or Promiſe, and ſuch as can neyer profit them, how ' 
great ſoever reliance may be upon't. And therefore Fob telle us, 
that the hope of the „ periſh, 1. e. at Death, h confi- 
dence alſo ſhall be cut off, by truſt ſhalt be a the houſe of the 


ſider. The Hope of wicked Men is moft fitly compared to the Spi- 


der's web. The filly Spider, with many Days labour, weaves her ſelf a 
Web, in appearance, able every way to cover her, and preſerve her 
from all danger, but, on a ſudden, is deſtroy d with the touch of a 
Beſom. This poyſonful Spider is every unte generate and wicked Per- 
fon; this Web is their Hope, in the making ot which they make them- 
ſelves ea ſie every Day, and under the Coverture of which they vainly 
repoſe themſelv es; but when Death and judgment comes, theſe 
imaginary as with a Bruſh or Beſom, are ſoon ſwept down 
and carried a; for in this Lite only they have Hope, and fo, of 
all Men, are moſt miſerable. 


I would now ſpeak a Word or two to you who are the mournful 
Parents of our deceaſed Brother, and fo conclude. 

You have lived to fee this Truth, in the Text, verified; you have 
bad your Hopes in a Child blafted, and you have lived to ſee your joy- 
ful Expecta ions diſappeinted ; let not your Hopes terminate in this 
Life, but let them take hold of that which is to come; for if in this 
Life only you have hope, you ſee your ſelyes molt miſerable That 
Flower yeu ſo much dored on is nipt and gather'd. But let me per- 
ſuade you to take the Exhortation of the Apoſtle, and nor ſorrom & 
thoſe that are without hope; for if we believe that Jeſus died and re 
gain, even ſo them alſo which ſlecp in Jeſus, will God bring with 
hum, 1 Theſ. iv. 13, 14+ A little while and you ſhallnor fee him. and 
again a little while and you ſhall fee him; tor where he is you ſhall 
Le allo, W hen God has done all his works in you, and by you, then 
ſtall you be for ever with the Lord. And tho“ your Son ſha!l not te- 
turn to you, yet it is but a little while, ni you ſhall go to hor: A 

itte 
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Ifrle while, gad rhe Place which knows us now ſhalt knoty ud Omore. 
And it we belong to Chri ft, its allone where we die, here ia Eugland, 
or inthe {nd:es; upon Land, or upon Water; no Place fo ſecrer, or ſo 
remoteand diſtant, as to prevent our RefurreCtion;at the commg of 
the Lord: And al gat are in their Graves ſhall hear bu voice, and 
ſhal come forth, whether their Grave has been in the Sand, or in the 
Sea, there is no diflerence there. And becauſe this feems to you to ba 

ſomething more then ordinary and common Afflict ion, which has be- 
fallen you, I would adviſe you to bear. in mind theſe Things. 

I. Think much upen that Hand who bas given the Strolę. It is God 
who has an abſolute Right to do what he pleaſes; and it becomes you 
to ſubmit, and if you fret and murmur. you may cauſe him to double 
rhe Blows of his Hand, and to add Affhiction to àffliction. In bis 
Hands our Lives and Times ate, and while he pleales we live, and 
| when and where he pleaſes we die, none may fay unro him, what 

| deft thou or why doft thou ſo ? 1 

K. 2. Conſider thit God has treated you no worſe, than he has treated 
many of hu deareft ſervants heretefere. We are apt to ſorrow, aot 

I to think there is no ſorrow like te ours, Lamen. i. i 2. bur we do not 

| wiſely enquire in this matter, for if we tread the Steps of holy Men of 
old, we ſhall find that innumerable Eyils and Calamittes have been 
their portion as well as ours, We have heard of the Aﬀictins and 

1 Patience of 70; ot his Troubles and Sorg; of + his Creſles and 

1 Diſappointments, and when we are more afflicted than he was, then 
it will be Time enough tor us to repine and murmur; and if we 
do it not till then, we ſhall be as exemplary for our Patience, at he 
was. Take the Prophets alſe, who have ſpoken in the Name of the 
Lord, for Examples ot Sufferings, Affliction, and of Patience. How 
de :p did the Primitive Worthies wade in theſe Waters? 

3- Lookup much to Heaven, and live as thoje whoſe Hopes da not 

| terminate in thy Life. To allay your preſent Sufferings, think oi 
your future and eternal Solace. Compare your pretent .Diſappgint- 
ments and Affiitions, with that Hapęineſs which is to come. Liſt up 
your Heads, ye Mouners and Priſoners of Hope unto thoſe Manſions 
of Bliſs and Gloty that are prepared for you. It is this that, mutt 
ſweeten your molt bitter Cup, and make you kiſs the ſharpett Rod, 
ad williagly loop to take up whatever Croſs, God in bis wiſe Pro- 
vidence ſhall lay down for vou; for if in thy life only e have Hop? 

# Chriſt, we are, of all men, moſt miſer able. | 
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